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etymologiaetymologia
Variola
[və-ri′o-lə]

From the Latin for pustules or pox, possibly derived from varus, for pimple, or varius, for speckled. Th e earliest 
documented use of the word variola as a name for smallpox occurs in the 6th century, during the reign of the 
Byzantine emperor Justinian I. Referred to in the vernacular as simply “the pox” for many centuries, in the 16th 
century variola became known commonly as smallpox to distinguish the disease from syphilis, the great pox.

Vaccination
[vak′′sĭ-na′shən]

From the Latin vacca, for cow. English physician Edward Jenner coined the term vaccination in 1796 to describe 
inserting pus from cowpox lesions into open cuts on human patients to prevent smallpox. Th e term now refers to 
any immunizing procedure in which a vaccine is administered.
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