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In Filoviruses: A Compendium of 
40 Years of Epidemiological, Clinical, 
and Laboratory Studies, Jens Kuhn 
presents a complete review of every 
paper published on the subject, as well 
as hundreds of unpublished reports. In 
addition, most of the world’s known 
experts on fi loviruses contributed per-
sonal data and anecdotes. A CD-ROM 
with a searchable list of all quoted ref-
erences (≈4,500) is a useful addition 
to the book.

The author details the history of 
all Marburg and Ebola outbreaks dur-

ing the 40 years from the discovery of 
Marburg in 1967 to the latest Marburg 
outbreak in 2007 in Uganda, includ-
ing diffi cult-to-fi nd information. The 
clinical and pathologic presentations 
of Ebola and Marburg diseases in 
human and animal models contain a 
substantial number of black and white 
and color illustrations. With the range 
of the Ebola and Marburg viruses still 
unknown and the search for the animal 
reservoirs ongoing, antibody serosur-
veys in humans and animals have been 
conducted in most countries in Africa 
and in the Philippines after the Ebola 
Reston outbreaks; Kuhn dedicates a 
long chapter to this subject. All animal 
species tested are presented in tables 
but, more interestingly, also indexed at 
the end of the book. This information 
is particularly valuable for ecologists 
and epidemiologists searching for the 
reservoir of fi loviruses.

Kuhn explains the structure and 
replication of the fi loviruses, with the 
actual role of each gene of the virus 
from entry into the target cells to pro-
duction of infectious virus. He lists di-
agnosis techniques and experimental 
treatments of the Marburg and Ebola 
diseases, from the traditional healers 
to the molecular antisenses RNA ap-

proaches. In the past 10 years, preex-
posure and postexposures vaccinations 
have resulted in tremendous progress 
in schedules, routes of administration, 
and more importantly, understanding 
mechanisms of action. Lack or effi -
cacy of inactivated and live-attenuated 
constructs is reviewed of all testing in 
available animal models.

This book is not, and is not sup-
posed to be, a critical review of the 
literature but is rather a compilation 
of all known information on fi lovi-
ruses by subject matter experts that 
is presented for fi lovirologists. Non-
specialist virologists, scientists, epi-
demiologists, clinicians, and students 
interested in the subject will also fi nd 
the book useful, but they will have to 
digest and analyze the information and 
then weigh the values and relevance of 
this incredible compendium of data.
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Erratum—Vol. 15, No. 11 
A word was missing from a sentence in the 

article Fatal Case of Enterovirus 71 Infection, 
France, 2007 (Vallet S, et al.). The second sen-
tence of the article text should read: “The vi-
rus is a leading cause of hand, foot, and mouth 
disease and, above all, is an emerging agent of 
acute central nervous system disease (aseptic 
meningitis, fl accid paralysis, encephalitis).” The 
article has been corrected online (www.cdc.gov/
eid/content/15/11/1837.htm). 
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