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evidence to the contrary. Former Play-
boy model Jenny McCarthy is viewed
as a respected source of information,
whereas pediatric infectious diseases
researcher Paul Offit receives death
threats for his scientific contributions.
Journalist Michael Specter describes
this phenomenon in Denialism: How
Irrational Thinking Hinders Scien-
tific Progress, Harms the Planet, and
Threatens Our Lives.

Spector defines denialism as “de-
nial writ large—when an entire seg-
ment of society, often struggling with
the trauma of change, turns away from
reality in favor of a more comfortable
lie.” Denialism describes this rejection
of fact-based reality in 6 different ar-
eas related to health and medicine, be-
ginning with the mistrust of pharma-
ceutical companies and their products.
He also examines the dismissal of
racial differences in medical research,
the organic food movement as a form
of denialism, and the obsession with
vitamins and complementary alterna-
tive medicine despite evidence that
these modalities do not work or may
even be harmful. He ends with a look
to the future: creation of life itself and
why we must overcome denialism and
embrace change to continue advanc-
ing as a society or risk the survival of
our species.

This book is sure to cause some
controversy. In many circles, the term
denialism is still linked to rejection
of the Holocaust, and any implica-

tion that parents’ refusal of vaccina-
tion or the philosophy of choosing
organic-only food is akin to dismissal
of one of humanity’s great atrocities
surely will make some readers dis-
miss Specter’s arguments. Likewise,
although Specter supports industry,
he is pragmatic and does not put him-
self in a cheerleader role, instead ac-
knowledging corporate culpability in
driving and perpetuating denialism:
“Corporations, wrapping themselves
in the mantle of progress but all too
often propelled by greed, have done
more than religion or even Luddism
to inflame denialists and raise doubts
about the objectivity of science.”
Specter realizes that industry, and
scientists, have lost the public’s trust,
and this broken relationship needs to
be fixed through additional communi-
cation to the public by scientists and
science writers, open debates about
the future of scientific progress and
implications of emerging technolo-
gies, and improvements in education.

Persons picking up this book may
be surprised by the lack of discussion
about some prominent topics of sci-
ence denialism, including evolution
and global warming. Likewise, Spec-
ter does not discuss HIV/AIDS denial,
a topic he has covered previously in
The New Yorker (1). Referring to the
latter, Specter notes that Holocaust and
HIV/AIDS denialists are “... inten-
sively destructive—even homicidal—
but they don’t represent conventional

thought and they never will. This new
kind of denialism is less sinister but
more pervasive than that.” Further-
more, the types of denialism Specter
describes cut across political and re-
ligious divisions to combine fear and
uncertainty in a manner that makes
them contagious. Indeed, a central te-
net of denialism is that “fear is more
infectious than any virus” and, like
infection, needs to be addressed and,
ideally, prevented through healthy
skepticism.

Spector notes that “Denialism
must be defeated. There is simply too
much at stake to accept any other out-
come.” Its defeat is a tall order, but an
imperative one if science is truly to be
restored to its rightful place. Specter’s
book is a good starting place for any
scientist or layman interested in delv-
ing into this phenomenon.
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Errata—Vol. 16, No. 2

The article Hendra Virus Outbreak with Novel Clinical Features,
Australia (H. Field et al.) contained several errors related to specific
case descriptions and spillover events. The article has been corrected
online (www.cdc.gov/eid/content/16/2/238.htm).

The author list for the article Epidemiology of Cryptoccocus gattii,
British Colombia, Canada, 1999-2007 (E. Galanis et al.) was incom-
plete. Authors were Eleni Galanis, Laura MacDougall, Sarah Kidd, Mo-
hammad Morshed, and the British Columbia Cryptococcus gattii Work-
ing Group. Working Group members involved in this study were Patrick
Doyle, John Galbraith, Linda Hoang, Pamela Kibsey, Min-Kuang Lee,
Sultana Mithani, Marc Romney, and Diane Roscoe. The article has
been corrected online (www.cdc.gov/eid/content/16/2/251.htm).

Erratum—Vol. 16, No. 3

The author list for the article Use of Avian
Bornavirus Isolates to Induce Proventricular Dil-
atation Disease in Conures (P. Gray et al.) omit-
ted W. lan Lipkin. The article has been correct-
ed online (www.cdc.gov/eid/content/16/3/473.
htm).
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