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We document linezolid dependence among 5 highly 

linezolid-resistant (LRSE) � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  

bloodstream isolates that grew substantially faster at 32 µg/

mL linezolid presence. These isolates carried the mutations 

T2504A and C2534T in multiple 23S rRNA copies and 2 

mutations leading to relevant amino acid substitutions in L3 

protein. Linezolid dependence could account for increasing 
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Figure 1. LRSE isolated from patients with 

bloodstream infections, Greece, 2008–

2010. Effect of growth under exposure 

to linezolid at 128 μg/mL is shown for 

the 5 highly LRSE: A) A2562[1], B) 

E371, C) A2864, D) 217, and E) 605–2. 

LRSE, linezolid-resistant � � � � � � � � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � � � � �

Figure 2. LRSE isolated from patients 

with bloodstream infections, Greece, 

2008–2010. Effect of growth under 

exposure to linezolid at half-MIC is 

shown for the 3 low-level LRSE: A) 

A2570, B) A1702, and C) A2490; 

and at half-MIC for the 2 linezolid-

susceptible control isolates: D) A1521 

and E) ATCC 29213. LRSE, linezolid-

resistant � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � .
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